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Before the twist in The Matrix Reloaded, many hints that Neo wasn’t the first The One were cleverly hidden in plain sight across the movies.

One of the biggest twists in The Matrix: Reloaded was that Neo wasn't the first One - the Chosen One who would save humanity from extinction in the war with the Machines — and there were several hints to this twist in both the

first and second films. A closer look at The Matrix and its sequels reveals all the signs pointing to the existence of Neo’s other versions.

Neo’s true identity was one of the biggest mysteries in The Matrix. A hacker frustrated with life, Neo's search for meaning leads him to Morpheus, who shows him the world is nothing but a simulation built by machines to control

humans. On top of that, Morpheus believes him to be The One — a man destined to free humanity from the Matrix. The story then follows Neo’s journey as he discovers his abilities. Although the first movie ends with Neo

embracing his role as The One, The Matrix Reloaded reveals Neo’s journey had always been part of the Matrix’s programming, and he wasn’t the first savior.

As a way to give humanity the illusion of free will, one human would be born with the ability to manipulate the simulation. The Chosen One would then lead the human resistance and search for a way to destroy the Matrix in a

never-ending cycle. This pre-programmed path always ended with a choice: to reboot the Matrix to save humanity but keep the system, or risk all life by letting the Matrix become unstable. Neo is told all previous versions of The

One chose the first option; this was a shock at the time, but looking back, there were several clues that suggested other Chosen Ones existed before Neo.

The following are all the hints that Neo wasn't the first Chosen One:

• In one of the first scenes of The Matrix, Neo is sleeping near his computer while Massive Attack’s “Dissolve Girl” plays in the background. The lyrics hint at the cyclical nature of The One: “You are not my savior” and

“Feels like something that I’ve done before.”

• Also in the first movie, when Morpheus explains the Matrix’s history to Neo, he tells him about a man born with the ability to change anything he wanted inside the simulation and capable of remaking the Matrix. This man

freed the first group of people and taught them the truth. After he died, the Oracle prophesied his return. This was another version of The One.

• During Neo’s first encounter with The Oracle, she tells him he has the gift, but he might be waiting for something before it can manifest. When he questions what exactly he’s waiting for, she says: “Your next life, maybe. Who

knows. That's the way things go.”

• In The Matrix Reloaded, before sending his goons after Neo, The Merovingian says: “Your predecessors had much more respect.”

• Before escaping, he also adds: “I have survived your predecessors, and I will survive you!” Neo doesn’t react to this, but those paying close attention could’ve caught that hint.

It’s also interesting to note that the Matrix movies make several references to rebirth and reincarnation. First, Neo is believed to be the reincarnation of the first One; to leave the Matrix, Neo must die and then be reborn in the real

world. Furthermore, characters like The Oracle and Agent Smith come back from the “dead.” At first viewing, it might seem like the movies are being philosophical, but they could also be a way to explain complex programming

terms that were not that well-known back in the early 2000s.

Programs are capable of duplicating and rebooting without losing anything, but not many people can visualize this process. Reincarnation, on the other hand, is a well-known concept. However, realizing the religious references were

actual programming concepts is another hint that Neo’s “reincarnation” could’ve only been part of the Matrix’s code, and so, easily replicable and not at all unique.
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